


~~~MARK YOUR CALENDAR ~~~ 

Tue, Dec 24th…………...4:00pm Mass at both Holy Trinity and St. Agnes 
Wed, Dec 25th ………….Feast of the Nativity of our Lord ( Regular Sunday Mass Schedule) 
Tue, Dec 31st …………...Knights of Columbus #4210 New Year’s Eve Party (Holy Trinity Social Hall) 
Wed, Jan 1st……………..The Octive of Christmas: The Blessed Virgin Mary, The Mother of God 

Sun, Jan 5th……………...The Epiphany of the Lord 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-14. Ahaz proclaims the sign that the Lord will give: a virgin shall give birth to a son, 
Emmanuel. 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 24:1-2,3-4,5-6. The Lord is the King of Glory who established the earth. 
Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7. Paul greets the community at Rome and declares himself a servant of Christ 
Jesus. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 
The Bible offers us a rich variety of men and women who qualify as heroes, warriors, prophets, and wise men and women. 
And every so often it places before us a dreamer. Jacob had the first big dream, with that ladder connecting heaven and 
earth, bearing ascending and descending angels.   
His son Joseph started off with dreams that put himself at the center, much to his brothers’ chagrin, but later he saved him-
self by interpreting the dreams of others, including Pharaoh. However, the most important dreamer of all was Joseph, spouse 
of Mary and foster father to Jesus. 
Joseph was asked to live out his dream. “Do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the Holy 
Spirit that this child has been conceived in her,” he was told in a dream (Matthew 1:20). And not only that, he was to name 
the child Jesus, which means “God saves.” What all this cost him we don’t know. All we hear is that when he awoke from 
the dream, he did what had been asked and took Mary into his home. 

That wasn’t the end of the dreams. “Joseph, take the mother and child into Egypt—Herod is try-
ing to kill him.” “Joseph, take the mother and child out of Egypt—Herod is dead.” And Joseph 
did. Maybe once you begin to live God’s dream it gets easier. 
God’s dream is that we live in the world as God’s adopted and saved children, working to bring 
God’s peace and justice, mercy and forgiveness into our world wherever they are needed. 

The Sanctuary Candle at Holy Trinity  
is in memory of Mr. & Mrs. John Alzo, Sr. by Family 

                        Heartfelt Greetings  
With the Holy Trinity and St. Agnes Parish/School Staff  and the 

Sisters at St. Agnes, we prayerfully wish that the                                                          
JOY and PEACE of this HOLY SEASON  

grace and brighten all our days                                                         
and, above all, in the coming New Year.  

   Blessed Christmas to all of our Faith Communities!!   

Father Joseph Grosko & Parish Staff 

Bishop Invites Consultations on Pastoral Challenges to Families  
In October 2014, the Holy Father will convene a Synod of Bishops in Rome on the theme of “The Pastoral 
Challenges to the Family in the Context of Evangelization.”  To prepare for the Synod, the Holy Father has 
asked that the bishops of the world consult with people in their diocese.  Bishop Zubik invites all to participate 
and has posted a questionnaire on the diocesan website www.diopitt.org for you to provide your advice and 
counsel on issues that challenge marriage and family in our culture.  This questionnaire is not a poll or a sur-
vey on Church teaching.  Instead, it is a unique opportunity for the faithful of the Church of Pittsburgh to re-
spond thoughtfully and prayerfully to the issues confronting family life and marriage in our times. 



            —HOLY DAY MASSES — 

  CHRISTMAS EVE: Tuesday, December 24th       CHRISTMAS DAY:  Wednesday, December 25th 

     4pm Masses (both St. Agnes and Holy Trinity)         8am Mass         (St. Agnes) 
   10 pm  Mass                   (Holy Trinity)        9:30am Mass   (Holy Trinity)  
  12am  Midnight  Mass    (St. Agnes)                11am Mass        (St. Agnes) 

    OCTIVE OF CHRISTMAS:  THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD:   
    Tuesday, December 31st     Wednesday, January 1st, 2014 
     
                        4:00 pm Mass (Holy Trinity only)         8am  Mass     (St. Agnes) 
                 9:30am Mass     (Holy Trinity) 
                11am Mass         (St. Agnes) 
 

PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE A 4pm MASS ON CHRISTMAS EVE AT BOTH CHURCHES  
THE SECOND COLLECTION WILL BE FOR CHRISTMAS CHARITIES FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH   

REASONS to COME to MASS - NOT JUST for CHRISTMAS, but ALL YEAR 
 
1. The Mass provides us with an opportunity for intimate union with Jesus, our Savior, 

through His REAL PRESENCE--Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity--in the Holy 
Eucharist.  (John 6)  Only the Catholic faith holds this truth.  We are different!  

2. Spiritual riches of the Mass include grace, consolation, confidence, peace, deep happiness and 
strength. The  Mass will enrich our spiritual and personal lives in ways that we never imagined!  God, 
Our Father, desires to touch our hearts and lives with His amazing grace and saving love, and we are 
never closer to Him than when we are caught up in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

3. We are invited to bring our brokenness to Mass for God’s healing and forgiveness. 
4. God said to Moses:  "Remember to keep holy the Sabbath day."  (Exodus 20:8). 
5. Jesus said: "Do this in memory of me." When the hour came, He (Jesus) took the bread, blessed it,    
 broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, "This IS My body, which will be given for you.  Do this in 
 memory of Me" (Luke 22:14,19).  When we celebrate Mass, we repeat the Last Supper, as Jesus 
 commanded.   
6. The Church teaches that we must fulfill the command of Jesus to "Do this in memory of Me" by  
 attending Sunday Mass (or the Vigil Mass the night before) each week. 
7. ...and, the Church speaks with the authority of Jesus. (Matthew 16:18-19) 
8. The Mass is a sacrifice, the perfect one, created by Jesus; the Mass is also a meal. 
9. God made us social beings and wants us to come together in community.  "Where two or three are 
 gathered together in My name, there am I." (Matthew 18:20).  Prayers at Mass are Scripture-based. 
10. Mass and our faith have sustained our families for generations. We must continue to pass on our 
 faith. 

The Nativity of the Lord, December 25th 
For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you who is  

CHRIST AND LORD.”  Luke 2:  1-14 
During the Advent season, we waited in joyful hope for the coming of the Lord. We lifted hearts 

and voices and sang, “O come, O come, Emmanuel.”  We listened to the pleas of John the Baptist, who 
summoned us to prepare the way for the Lord.  We were inspired by the prophetic imagery of Isaiah and 
Samuel, who gave us words of comfort and challenge.  The feast of Christmas unfolds before us when the 
virgin conceives and bears a son, and his name is Emmanuel—and that is, “GOD IS WITH US”.  We 
recognize that through the mystery of the Incarnation.  We celebrate God’s becoming one of us in all 
things but sin.  We celebrate our experience of dying and rising with Christ in baptism.  EMMANUEL HAS 
COME!   Let us praise God for a gift beyond measure 



ST. AGNES SCHOOL 
 

2014 Lottery Calendars are $20 
Win on the daily number, $25 and more on 
special days.  For special numbers contact 

the school office for availability, then we will have 
them for you after weekend Masses. 

Enjoy Books ($30) 
are in and so are the Kids Stuff Books ($25). Candy 
bars ($2) are also available.   The sale benefits our 
St. Agnes School. Thank you for your support!  

ATTENTION! 
Please note that due to the Bulletin pub-
lisher’s holiday requirements the deadline 
for submitting material for the January 

5th bulletin is tomorrow, Monday, December 
23rd.  Thank you for your understanding. 

CHRISTMAS & YEAR-END GIVING  

 

As we enter the most blessed season of Christmas, 
we look back on the past year, it is most appropriate 
to pause and consider the many blessings God has 
bestowed upon us and our loved ones throughout 
the year.   In particular, we ask that you be as gener-
ous as you can in the Special Collection for CHIL-
DREN AND YOUTH that is taken up at all Masses 
of Christmas.  The image of the Christ Child 
should motivate us now, as adults, to respect the 
presence of Christ       in others, and most notably 
in our children and the youth.  As in the past, the 
proceeds of this collection will be credited toward 
St. Agnes Parish Share assessment.   

 Our parishioners have been faithful in their stew-
ardship, especially at Christmas time.  As a reminder 
to you, there will be two collections taken up at all 
the Masses.  The first is our Christmas offering for 
the support of the Parishes.  And then, a special    
envelope found in your packets for this second col-
lection, will be for the Children/Youth Christmas 
offering. This year we are asking your special con-
sideration when you plan what you will give to your 
parish in these offerings.  The only way we can meet 
our rising costs is with the extra and faithful offer-
ings in the collections.  We know it will require an 
extra sacrifice on your part, yet, with your under-
standing of the financial viability of the parishes, 
we can turn to you in trust and stewardship. 



Please Pray for Our Beloved Sick 
 

Holy Trinity  
Monica Branik, Patricia Brevko, Veronica Bujdos, 

Anna Cmar, Helen Gambal, Martin Hock,  
Mary Lisa Holzwarth, Zander Holzwarth (toddler), 

Flo Husfelt, Joseph Kirch, Agnes Kovac,   
Louis Kruszewski, George Miteff, Ethel Palyo, 

Ann Sabo, Mary Sabo, Mary Sabol,  Bob Shivey, 
Martha Vasil   

 

St. Agnes  

Marie Beney, Alberta Buchleitner, Libby Butko, 
Francis J. Capaleo, Nettie Conley, Patricia DeLuca, 
Florence Dugan, Irene Fontanese, Steve Grochalski, 

Mary Hanchak,  Mary Elizabeth Hudick, Mary 
Kosko, Robert Kosko, Dorothy Kostovny,  

Marguerite Oeler, Laura Pasternak, Dorothy Petrak, 
Clara Riley, Loretta Sabol, Brian Saunders,  

 Jim Schragl, Michael Sorokacs,  
Marie Steiner, Paul Thomas, Betty Tucak,    

Please call the Parish Office with any changes or  
additions.  Your cooperation, visits and daily prayers 

are deeply appreciated. 

ST. AGNES  

 
  

 PSP Assessment-2013 …..……...……..……………..$ 25,758 
 Amount Collected PSP …………..…………….……$ 26,272
 Monthly School Subsidy ……………….....................$  6,167 

 

~~ REMEMBER ST. AGNES CHURCH ~~ 
AND HOLY TRINITY CHURCH IN YOUR WILL  

HOLY TRINITY 

     PSP Assessment-2013 ………...……….………………. $ 23,221 
  Amount Collected PSP …………..…………………….$ 18,645 
  

MEMORIALS IN MEMORY OF YOUR LOVED ONES ARE  
BEING ACCEPTED FOR THE ONGOING PROJECTS. 

Please Pray for Our Beloved in the Military  
--RCT Nikolas Eichenlaub Grandson of Charles &     
Sue Barnes  
--Sean J. Bowen, Grandson of Eileen Cochrane  
--Joshua J. Winter, Spc. E4, son of Ron & Mary Ann 
Winter 

Due to early deadlines for holiday bulletins, the Dec. 15, 22, 
29 & Christmas offerings will be published at a later date. 

Due to early deadlines for holiday bulletins, the Dec. 15, 22, 
29, & Christmas offerings will be published at a later date. 


