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§ THE EPIPHANY of the LORD

i First Reading: lIsaiah 60:1-6 Jerusalem shall be a light to all nations.

3 Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 72:1-2,7-8,10-13 Every nation on earth shall worship the Lord.
$ Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3a,5-6 Gentiles are coheirs in the promise of Christ.
zGospel Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 The Magi seek out Jesus and do him homage. \
Today's celebration of the Epiphany of the Lord serves as a reminder of the true mean- |

3 ing of the liturgy. The story of the visit of the magi from the east has been depicted in Christian ~
3 art for centuries. We have invented names for these three mysterious figures. We have ascribed race and ethnic
b .. o . .

3 origin to each of them. Some traditions claim that there were up to twelve magi. The only evidence we have of

§ these magi is from just one of the four Gospels, the account we hear from Matthew today. The Church's liturgy

§ asks us to look beyond the words and the traditions that have grown up around this story. The liturgy is for today--
i it is not a sentimental recalling of past events. At the heart of this celebration is the fact that Jesus is manifested

i to all people. This is what Epiphany celebrates. Today, the Lord Jesus is manifested to you, to your worshipping

§ community, indeed to the very ends of the earth. If the liturgy celebrates the now, how does this manifestation of

3 the Lord occur? We believe that Christ is made present in word and sacrament, right here, right now. This is the

3 miracle of Epiphany that occurs each and every time we gather to give praise to God. Looking past the folklore

§ that has developed about the Gospel story, you can focus instead on how the Lord is manifested to you today.

§ Take the Epiphany challenge and find ways that you can share Christ with others, creating an endless circle of

$ ;

{ epiphanies.
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~~~MARK YOUR CALENDAR~~~
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TODAY ....................St. Agnes Donut Social after Sunday Masses
Tue, Jan 21st............ St. Agnes Virgin and Martyr
Sun, Jan 26th.............Catholic Schools Week begins. Theme: “Catholic Schools: Communities of Faith,

Knowledge and Service”

~~Prayer for the New Year ~~

“Almighty God, with You there is no beginning and no end for You are the origin and goal

of all creation. May this New Year which we dedicate to You bring us abundant prosperity
and growth in holy living. May we bring the spirit of Christ to all our efforts and work

with each other as brothers and sisters establishing true love and guiding creation to perfect fulfillment.
Fill our hearts with the spirit of Your charity, that we may please You by our thoughts,
and love You in our brothers and sisters. Bless our families with the gifts we need.
Bless our parish with profound spiritual renewal. May Your Holy Spirit give us right judgment
and the joy of His comfort and guidance. We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen”
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§ MARCH FOR LIFE

¢ The 41st Annual March for Life in Washington, DC will be held on January 22, 2014. Duquesne/West § v

v Mifflin Knights of Columbus Council 4210, McKeesport Council 955, St. Michael’s Council 10077, and ¥ ?

V Stephen Barry Assembly 940 are sponsoring a bus for the event. If you would like to go along on this trip, g
the cost is $35/seat, (clergy free).

cceee

e Reservatlons are being taken by Dave and Celeste Palcsey at 412-672-6222. Make checks payable to
: Knights of Columbus 4210 and mail to Dave Palcsey, 422 26th Street, McKeesport, PA 15131. There are
¢ only 50 seats available, so make your reservations early. Seats must be paid in advance to be held.

L4

¢ The stops for the bus will be at St. Therese of Lisieux, One St. Therese Court, Munhall; St. Patrick’s,
310 32nd Street, McKeesport, and St. Robert Bellarmine, 1313 Fifth Avenue, East McKeesport.
Please make and pay for reservations by January 10, 2014. Mass will be celebrated
at St. Therese of Lisieux at 5:30 am. Bus departs St. Therese at 6:00 am; St. Patrick’s, v
McKeesport at 6:25 am and St. Robert Bellarmine at 6:40 am. Pro-life efforts can make ¢ v
a difference, as the number of abortions performed in the U.S. has declined from 1.6 ¥

V
million to 1.2 million a year. There is still work to be done! Join us! ¢
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Feast of EPIPHANY OF THE LORD \\|//

Today’s feast is also popularly known as the Feast of Three Kings. In some >
ountries it is a Holy Day of Obligation, always celebrated on January 6th. In our
ountry it is celebrated this year today, the Sth of January. —

St. Matthew tells us in his Gospel that after the birth of Jesus, three men arrived in -~
erusalem, having been guided there from the East by a star, looking for the King of the
ews. Were they Kings or Magi or Wise Men or Astrologers? We really don’t know.
ut somewhere in tradition they have been given the names Caspar, Melchior and
althasar. They were probably men of importance, arriving with a great entourage of
camels and servants. When did they come? It could have
been up to two years after the birth of Jesus, because Herod,
who wanted to be rid of this newborn king that he perceived ¢ s patueh co, me.
as a threat, had all the baby boys in Bethlehem put to death
who were two years old and younger.

The importance of these men is this: They were non-Jewish and came with $
royal gifts for Christ. So God was telling us that Jesus was here to be:
accepted not only by the Jews, but by everyone as KING and GOD. So from ¥
the very beginning, Jesus was showing and manifesting and revealing (and that’s ¢
what the word “epiphany” means) that He came as the Savior of all peoples.

Now it is up to us to continue His Epiphany—it is our responsibility to show Christ and to reveal Him }
{ to those around us by our words and example. Perhaps we can make a resolution to do this a little better in
{ this new year of 2014.

Sfr¢¢¢¢¢¢w¢¢r¢¢¢¢¢¢¢r¢¢¢r¢f¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢r¢r¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢r¢¢¢¢w¢¢r¢¢¢r¢¢¢r¢¢w¢¢¢¢¢¢r¢¢¢r¢¢w¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢wr¢¢w¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢r¢¢¢¢¢¢w¢¢)

Pope: Best Gift is Encountering Christ
The BEST PRESENT IN LIFE is ENCOUNTERING JESUS--an encounter that
will last a lifetime, POPE FRANCIS said. A Christian’s whole life ““is an en-
counter with Jesus: _in prayer, when we go to Mass, when we do good works, '
when we visit the sick, when we help the poor; when we think of others, when L\) 6 m 6
we re not self-centered, when we are amiable. We always encounter Christ in
these things and the journey of life is exactly this: Walking to Encounter Jesus.”
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The Old Closes and the New Parish Share Campaign Begins on Sunday, February 2nd
The old PSP Program will conclude on the weekend of January 25/26th. We have reached our }
assessed goal at St. Agnes, but Holy Trinity’s goal of $23,221 has not yet been reached. If we do not
$ reach our goals then the Diocese automatically takes it out of our savings which could happen at the parish § ¢
$ of Holy Trinity. With your understanding and support we pray that you will help us meet our goals, rather § ¢
* than seeing our savings reduced; and we are prayerfully grateful that St. Agnes did reach their goal. We } :
s pray that we will be able to meet the goals and maintain financial stability at both our parishes.
Throughout the month of January, you may use your ordinary envelopes and help with your ﬁnanc1al $
stewardship by fulfilling your pledge; or perhaps, we will be most grateful if you could give added funds so $ 5
that our assessed goals can be met and our savings will not be drawn upon at Holy Trinity. s
Our new assessed goals for the parishes for 2014 have not been received; hopefully, they will be theg
same as in the past year, so that with your wonderful stewardship we can meet our goals. :
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HEARTFELT SYMPATHY to the family and friends of ROSE KOLLAR who was buried from
St. Agnes Church on Friday, December 27th. May all our beloved deceased be embraced by the
Heavenly Father at the Banquet of Heaven unto life everlasting.

PRACTICAL WAYS to EVANGELIZE: Faith needs signs and symbols; e.g., Not eating meat on Fridays,
crossing ourselves when we drive past a Catholic Church, praying before every meal, even in public, wearing
a religious symbol everyday (crucifix, cross, pendant, pin). You don't know who you will inspire.
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Gifts You Can Give Year Round

The Gift of Praise
Appropriate mention of a job or deeds well done.
The Gift of Consideration
Putting yourself in the other’s shoes,
thus providing your genuine understanding
of their side of the case.
The Gift of Concession
Humbly saying at just the right point,
“I am sorry, you are right and I am wrong.”
The Gift of Gratitude
Never forgetting to say “Thank You”
and meaning it.
The Gift of Attention
When a person speaks, listening attentively.
The Gift of Inspiration
Plant seeds of courage and action
in the other person’s heart.
The Gift of Personal Presence
In sickness, in trouble, or in great joy,
there is nothing quite equal to your personal
expression of sympathy or congratulations.

RESOLVE TO GIVE THESE GIFTS EACH DAY.
YOU WILL BE PLEASANTLY SURPRISED AT WHAT
YOU WILL RECEIVE IN RETURN.
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The Christmas Season
extends from the feast of
% Jesus’ Birth through the feast of His Baptism:
December 25th - January 13th.

( THE CHURCH ALIVE!

Our Campaign for the Church Alive continues;
$ and, prayerfully, all parishioners will respond w1thj
{ their sacrificial five-year pledges. On the weekend £
% of the 18/19th of January, we will have a final com-
$ mitment Sunday in which the parishioners will be ¢
§ given the opportunity--if they haven’t yet made their ¢
§ sacrificial pledge or have not yet been contacted--to £
$ complete commitment forms that will be available £
{ after all Masses.

Ever thankful for the many who have responded:
$and who have helped us in reaching our goals!!!$
:Now 60% of new funds raised will remain in the ¢
$ parishes for our needed improvement projects!

Our major projects for St. Agnes are a new ¢
$ handicapped entrance for the school and acoustical § :
$ tlllng for the Social Hall; for Holy Trinity, renova-
$ § tion of the Social Hall restroom and enlargement of ¢
3 $ the handicapped entrance to the church.
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Please Pray for Our Beloved Sick

Holy Trinity
Monica Branik, Patricia Brevko, Veronica Bujdos,
Anna Cmar, Helen Gambal, Martin Hock,
Mary Lisa Holzwarth, Zander Holzwarth (toddler),
Flo Husfelt, Joseph Kirch, Agnes Kovac,
Louis Kruszewski, George Miteff, Ethel Palyo,
Ann Sabo, Mary Sabo, Mary Sabol, Bob Shivey,
Martha Vasil

St. Agnes
Marie Beney, Alberta Buchleitner, Libby Butko,
Francis J. Capaleo, Nettie Conley, Patricia DeLuca,
Florence Dugan, Irene Fontanese, Steve Grochalski,
Mary Hanchak, Mary Elizabeth Hudick,
Mary Kosko, Robert Kosko, Dorothy Kostovny,
Marguerite Oeler, Laura Pasternak, Dorothy Petrak,
Clara Riley, Loretta Sabol, Brian Saunders,
Jim Schragl, Michael Sorokacs,
Marie Steiner, Paul Thomas, Betty Tucak

Please call the Parish Office with any changes or
additions. Your cooperation, visits and daily prayers
are deeply appreciated.

Please Pray for Our Beloved in the Military

--RCT Nikolas Eichenlaub Grandson of Charles &
Sue Barnes

--Sean J. Bowen, Grandson of Eileen Cochrane
--Joshua J. Winter, Spc. E4, son of Ron & Mary Ann
Winter
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ST. AGNES

Due to early deadlines for holiday bulletins, weekly
offerings will be published at a later date.

PSP Assessment-2013 .....cccevvveeennernennncecennneeee.d 25,758
Amount Collected PSP .....ccceviieeiiieiinnreinecennnenns $ 26,272
Monthly School Subsidy .........ccccevirinnncnccenen$ 6,167

~~REMEMBER ST. AGNES CHURCH ~~
AND HOLY TRINITY CHURCH IN YOUR WILL

HOLY TRINITY

Due to early deadlines for holiday bulletins, weekly
offerings will be published at a later date.

PSP Assessment-2013 ......ccceeeieiieienercecneenscnsonnes $ 23,221
Amount Collected PSP .....cccovvrviieiiiniiiniiiniiinnennnns $ 18,645

MEMORIALS IN MEMORY OF YOUR LOVED ONES ARE
BEING ACCEPTED FOR THE ONGOING PROJECTS.




